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PER CURI AM

Edna Marie Hicks petitions this court for a wit of
mandanus to conpel the district court to rule on her pendi ng notion
under 28 U.S.C. § 2255 (2000). The granting of a wit of mandanus
is adrastic remedy to be used in extraordinary circunstances. |n
re Beard, 811 F.2d 818, 826 (4th Cir. 1987). Hicks petition does
not set forth exceptional circunstances as would warrant the
i ssuance of a wit of mandanus at this time. W note, however,
that no significant action has been taken in the district court for
over seven nont hs.

Accordingly, we deny Hicks’ mandanus petition w thout
prejudice to her refiling it should the district court fail to act
within a reasonable tinme. W grant Hicks’ application to proceed
on appeal in forma pauperis and di spense with oral argunment because
the facts and |egal contentions are adequately presented in the
materials before the court and argunment would not aid the

deci si onal process.
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